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perienced person left near him who could give him sound
advice. In great dread he is reported to have asked Nizamu'l-
Mulk: "If any treachery is done to you, what step should
we take?" Like a brave man Nizamu'1-Mulk replied: "The
Quran is between us. If there is treachery God will answer
for it. Then Your Majesty should retreat to Mandu or some
other fort, summon Nasir Jang from the Deccan with a
strong force and fight the Persians."1
Some of the Mughal nobles were against any negotia-
tions with a view to settlement. They advocated war instead
of a humiliating peace. But Nizamu'1-Mulk knew full well
that they lacked sufficient spirit and equipment to with-
stand the onslaughts of the Persians.2 He was opposed to any
plan of general action. His counsels determined Muhammad
Shah in favour of a pacific policy.
The next day after receiving Nadir's imitation, Nizamu'l-
Mulk set out for the Persian camp along with his nephew
'Azimullah Khan Bahadur, with full authority to negotiate
an honourable settlement. Nizamu'1-Mulk was well re-
ceived by the Persian monarch who addressed him thus:
"It is surprising that while there are nobles like you on the
Emperor's side, the Marathas can march up to the walls
of Delhi and take ransom from him." To this Nizamu'l-
Mulk replied: "Since new nobles rose to influence His
Majesty did whatever he liked. My advice was not acceptable
to him. Therefore in helplessness, I left him and retired to
the Deccan."3 Then Nadir Shah complained of the indifferent
and discourteous attitude adopted by the Delhi Court to-
wards the Sovereign of Persia. Nizamu'1-Mulk tried to satisfy
him by explaining: "Since the death of Farrukhsiyar, the
affairs of the Government have gone to rack and ruin owing
to quarrels among the nobles, and therefore the ministers did
not attend to Your Majesty's letters."4 He further alleged that
after taking up the vizierate for the second time he had been
using his best endeavours to set right the affairs of the Empire.
On hearing all this Nadir is said to have smiled and added:
By the treaties of alliance subsisting between the two Em-
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